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Calendar of Events

(*) = more details in this newsletter
Please check our calendar on the website on a regular basis for updated
calendar information. Our website is www.tarriverbaptist.org.

March 2016



*3rd Church Finance & Treasurers Training
2pm Please note 6PM cancelled

*15th Pastor’s Fellowship 11:30am Location
changed to TRBA Office.
 *17th Deadline for Easter Baskets to be delivered to
the TRBA office by 2pm
 *17th Ramping Up For Ministry To Your Community a special program by BAM to detail how
your church can engage your members in community
ministry.
 *28th TRBA Office closed for the Easter Holiday

April 2016


6th TRBA Finance Meeting TRBA office 1 pm



*3rd Commissioning Service for Meredith Byrd at
Duke Memorial Baptist Church 1:30pm



*11th through 14th TRBA Office closed for the 2016
Associational Missionary Conference



19th Pastor’s Fellowship 11:30am at TRBA Office,
Louisburg



*25th TRBA Annual Spring Meeting at Corinth Baptist
Church - Registration begins at 5:30pm
 26th TRBA Office Closed for Spring Meeting Review

Please print pages for your church’s bulletin boards!! Watch for our Facebook updates
& information postings. Help us share & spread the news that is happening around us.
March — already!!!!!! I’ve heard that life comes at you fast the older you get. Not sure about that, but it is hard to believe we’ve gone through 60+ days of the year. By now, at least 50% of the people that have made New Year’s Resolutions have “given up” on them (only 75% last a week, 54% have dropped them by June, and only 8% reach their goal).
Ever wonder why 92% never achieve their resolve — could it be there was really no resolve at all! Personally, I have
always done well on my “Tomorrow Diet.” Tomorrow never comes, so I can easily achieve.
What resolutions did you make for the cause of Christ in 2016? Statistics tell us that 90%+ of all churches are in decline and that 90%+ who profess faith in Christ never share their faith. Could it be that our commitment to our Lord to
“make disciples of all nations” is about the same level of sacrifice as my “Tomorrow Diet” and that my “I Surrender
ALL” is really I surrender sometimes—-> Throughout 2016, we are inviting YOU to pray with us for the life and work
of the church in our world today. The news is NOT good for most people in this world! PRAY with us!
Recently I was in a group where someone was asked to share their prayer life. As he reflected on his prayer life and
shared his daily practice, I reflected upon mine. Like most, I would be embarrassed to say out loud what God already
knows about mine—too little, to self-focused, asking God to bless my plans, etc. INSTEAD of surrendering to the Lordship of Christ and praying as Christ did for God’s Will to be accomplished. We need a movement of God among His
people and revival in this land. We MUST surrender to God and fervently pray! Please join us in the days ahead. If you
are not receiving weekly prayer prompts, then visit our website and sign up to receive them.
MUCH is going on in your association! Please take time to read through this newsletter. It is designed so that you can
copy each page and share with your church family. We invite you to join in ministry to the community where God has
placed you as His church. Know you are in my prayers daily, Dougald!
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The TRBA Office will be closed
April 11th through April 14th,
so the staff can attend the
2016 Associational Missionary
Conference. Please keep them in prayer during this time.

52 Sundays of Prayer
Each week Tar River Baptist Association is calling each
of you to Fervent Prayer. Watch for emails each Sunday
to begin your week of fervent prayer. TRBA is still
building up our Prayer Team for 2016. To become a
member of our Prayer Team, please let us know.

Please be in prayer for
Stanhope Baptist Church
as they seek out the individual God has prepared for them.
Remember to daily lift all of our pastors and their families
up in prayer, as they strive to minister to God’s people.

March’s Safety Tip
Sponsored by: Church Mutual Insurance Company

Wind and hail season is approaching. Inspect your roof for damage
that might allow water to enter into your building.
Watch for next months safety tip from Church Mutual Insurance Company

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
Week of Prayer March 6 - 13, 2016
National Goal: $70 Million
Check your churches mail for more
Information or visit anniearmstrong.com

TRBA Staff, email addresses & Office Hours:
Dougald McLaurin, Associational Missionary - Dougald@tarriverbaptist.com
Pauline Muller, Ministry Assistant / Bookkeeper - Pauline@tarriverbaptist.com
Meredith Byrd, Church & Community Ministries Director - Meredith@tarriverbaptist.com
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 10:00am to 2:00pm
Other times by appointment only.

Website: www.tarriverbaptist.org

March 2016

Commissioning
service
for Meredith Byrd
When: Sunday Afternoon, April 3rd
Time: 1:30 PM
Where: Duke Memorial Baptist Church

How You Can Support Me
BE A PRAYER PARTNER
**Pray that God would prepare me spiritually,
emotionally, and physically for this ministry
**Pray for the staff of Sixty Feet; that we would
passionately serve God in whatever tasks He
calls us to do
**Pray for the children and all we encounter to hear and
receive the love of Christ!
BE A FINANCIAL PARTNER
**Visit www.sixtyfeet.org at the top scroll over the “contact us” tab and a drop down
box will appear then click on “our team”. On the next screen scroll down to
Meredith Byrd and click on my name to directly donate towards my mission trip.
**You can give a one-time gift or sign up to sponsor me monthly.
**You can also donate by sending checks to:
Make sure to put Meredith Byrd in the memo section.
Sixty Feet Inc. 2451 Cumberland Parkway, Suite 3526
Atlanta, Georgia 30339

If you choose to give or
join me in prayer; please
email me at
mbyrd1492@gmail.com
and let me know so
that I can personally
thank you!
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Easter Basket
Collections for 2016
Delivery Deadline to TRBA:
Thursday, March 17th
by 1:00 pm
The Women of Tar River will be collecting Easter Baskets for the
foster children of Franklin & Nash Counties. They will also provide
baskets for the Children of prisoners in the MATCH program. There is
great opportunity for your church
to get involved and make a
difference in a child’s life. Please
make baskets for ages 2 - 12.
Some items to include in your
basket; gospel tracks, small games,
coloring books, crayons, bubbles,
etc. and of course don’t forget
some goodies!!

March 2016

Ramping Up To Minister To YOUR Community
Thursday, March 17th at 6:30 PM TRBA is hosting a special meeting to reveal IMMEDIATE ministry needs throughout
our community! RIGHT NOW, we have 6 requests from senior members of our communities for handicapped ramp
needs. There are other needs your church can minister to as well.
Yvetta Smith from Baptist Aging Ministry (BAM) will be here to share both the needs we are aware of for our associational area as well as ways your church (members of EVERY age) can become engaged personally in ministries. EVERY
MEMBER is invited and EVERY missions and ministry leader in your church should be in attendance!!!!! Almost
every church I speak with is looking for ways to “revitalize” their church—at least, to hear them talk! Well—among the
ways is to engage church members in ministry and to celebrate what God is doing through His people!
Yes—we will be sharing ways to engage ALL (young to old, male and female, trained and untrained, etc.) in ministry!
From telephone calls to shut-ins to handicapped ramps to “let them out;” things the senior saints and the pre-school
saints—and everyone in between can do to minister in the name of Christ to hurting people in your community.
The question—do YOU really care? If you do, make the extra effort to be in attendance!!!

TRBA now has the movie War Room on DVD!!
Reserve your date now for your church viewing
Email Pauline at Pauline@tarriverbaptist.com to see if your date is available.
Dates are filling up fast, so contact us now. This is a powerful movie that you must see!!
WHY DO YOU NEED THE LICENSED COPY OF WAR ROOM?
The copyright law of the US mandates that in order to use a copyrighted work, you must first gain
permission from the copyright owner. Regular DVD and BluRay are for in home use only. Any
showing outside a home is considered “public” and therefore permission is needed from the copyright owner to show the film. TRBA’S LICENSED COPY CAN BE USED FOR UP TO 99 PEOPLE.

Take note of the change in Event Pricing!
Reservations for the Outreach Trailers are
starting to fill up for 2016.
The cost for reserving and use of the Outreach Trailers will be $300.00
per event. This price includes the $100.00 refundable deposit (if
guidelines are met) and $200.00 for use of the event equipment/trailer.
This increase is due to the cost of upkeep/maintenance and equipment
replacement. We want to encourage our churches to use these trailers
for ministry events. Don’t forget that now all the training required to use the Outreach Trailers can be
accessed online. The training has been condensed down to seven short videos which cover the instructions/guidelines for how to use the items in the trailer. Reservations are going fast for 2016 events so
visit www.tarriverbaptist.org to see the available dates and apply online.
More info: Email Pauline@tarriverbaptist.com
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Disaster Relief Training 2016

Region 4 - March 18 & 19th - To register visit: http://
baptistsonmission.org/training/disaster-relief-training
and the will send you an email with more details.

2016 NC Baptist MISSIONS CONFERENCE
See Page 10 for details!!
Want to plan a Baptist Men’s Sunday at your church

Planning a Sunday to observe Baptist Men’s Day is a day to emphasizes the
importance of Men’s Ministry within the church, community and the world.
For more information go to http://baptistsonmission.org/Church-Programs/Men-sMinistry/Baptist-Men-s-Day

Tuesday, March 15th 11:30 AM
Join us at the TRBA Office for lunch, fellowship,
and prayer. The Staff will be hosting and Meredith
Byrd will be sharing her ministry opportunity and
prayer concerns for her ministry in Uganda (that begins April 5th). Meredith promises to fix us one
final dessert before she goes to minister in Jesus’ name. Watch for email to
sign up!! We will be offering these times of fellowship each month. Come and
strengthen the fellowship among the TRBA pastors. It is our prayer that over the
next 12 - 18 months, we can build up clusters of pastors and churches, engaged together with renewed commitment to prayer, ministry to the communities
they serve, and reaching the lost throughout the region.

Join us in praying daily!!!

Castalia Baptist Church
9563 Main Street, Castalia, NC 27816

Come out and help them support their missions project !!
Friday, March 18, 2016 4:00pm to 8:00pm
$8.00 per person All you can eat!!
Eat in or take outs
available! Fish, crab cakes, hush puppies, Cole slaw,
fries or baked potato, drink & homemade desserts.

Salem Community Baptist Church located at
4502 Swift Creek School Rd., Whitakers, N.C. 27891; has a position
open for a Full or Part-Time Pianist. Part- Time to play for church
services 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month (with potential to play for
additional services) or Full-Time 10:45-12:30 AM Salary is Negotiable!
For more details or to apply; please call Marlene at 252-443-0390
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It’s Food Roundup Time Again!!
The annual “Food Roundup” has
successfully united churches,
businesses, and other friends to
collect much needed food, supplies
and gift cards for Baptist Children's
Homes' boys and girls. When you are
feeding cottages that can have as
many as 12 to 16 residents, it takes
a lot of food to fill hungry bellies.
BCH serves as many as 700,000 meals and snacks throughout the
year! Consider that BCH operates care locations in 20 North Carolina communities
and you can imagine how much it costs to feed so many.
The Food Roundup makes it all possible!
Downloadable resources, including needs list (coming soon), collection guide,
statewide , video, ads and flyers, are available at
http://www.bchfamily.org/involved/food_roundup.
TRBA will be a collection site again this year.
All donation must be received at the TRBA Office by Monday, April 18th!!
Volunteers will be needed to pack up food donations, please contact Pauline at
Pauline@tarriverbaptist.com is you are able to help.

TRBA Annual Spring Meeting
Monday, April 25, 2016
5:30pm Registration
Hosted by: Corinth Baptist Church, Louisburg, NC

Expect an e-zine and Facebook posts for more details on
this year’s meeting. Be in prayer for David Averette,
pastor of Franklinton Baptist Church as he will deliver
the annual sermon.
Each member church is entitled to 5 voting messengers - one is the
pastor or interim and then 4 others elected by the church. If TRBA
has email addresses of all messengers, we will get important
information to you in time for review before the meetings. To be sure
email Pauline at Pauline@tarriverbaptist.com with your list
of messengers. PLEASE NOTE: Everyone is ALWAYS welcome to
attend, but each church has only the 5 voting members.
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Pilot Baptist Church has the
following openings:
Please send resume to the attention of Personnel Committee at:
Pilot Baptist Church
8103 NC 39 Highway S, Zebulon, NC 27597

Part - Time
Minister of Music
or Music Director
Part - Time Minister of
Children or Children’s
Director

Part - Time
Minister of
Youth or
Youth
Director

Part - Time Minister
of Education or
Education Director

Bunn Elementary School is excited to introduce Project T.I.M.E. (Teach,
Inform, Mentor, Educate), a positive, mentoring program for our students.
Mentoring opportunities would include eating lunch with your mentee at
least twice a month at the school, checking in with his or her teachers and
family, being supportive and encouraging, and creating a positive experience
for that child.
We are asking that all members of the community who are interested in
becoming a mentor to one of our students complete a volunteer application
and background check with the school. The volunteer application can be
found on our school's homepage under Volunteer Tracker. If you are
interested and would like more information please contact Ashley Hicks,
school counselor, via phone at (919) 496-4015 ext. 229 or by email at
ashleyhicks@fcschools.net.
As a mentor, you are among many special volunteers who are
committed to sharing ideas and wisdom to encourage a student
toward a more positive direction in his or her life.
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Missions Extravaganza

April 1-3, 2016

LifeWay Ridgecrest Conference Center
Theme: Both Feet In*
Scripture: "Give careful thought to the paths for your feet
and be steadfast in all your ways." -Proverbs 4:26 (NIV)
*Theme comes from Both Feet In: A Journey to
Surrrender, Sacrifice, and Service, by Marion “Bud”
Fray with Kim Davis, NewHopePublishers.com
A weekend on the mountain with the opportunity for
a "mountain-top experience". Come meet missionaries,
enjoy a wide variety of sessions that are sure to encourage, challenge, and equip you for the mission field God
has placed before you. Learn new ways to be more
focused on missions and spiritual development. Enjoy
music of worship and renewal and of course, fellowship
with other women on mission from across the state.
Whether you are 18 or 88 there is a place for you at
Missions Extravaganza! To register visit: http://
media.wix.com/ugd/4f59ca_9e680ac96b834dcb8eab3b724b8b8dea.pdf

The North Carolina Pastors
Network Presents “U-Turn” a
conversation with pastors on
society, culture and leadership.
"U-Turn: A Roadmap for Renewal"
is a powerful one-day conference
hosted by the American Pastors
Network and the North Carolina
Pastors Network, specifically
designed to answer questions about
the Biblical role and duty of pastors in
society, culture and leadership from a
Biblical perspective and presented by such prominent authors and speakers as George
Barna (founder of the Barna Research Group) and David Barton (WallBuilders); along with
Pastor Paul Blair (Reclaiming America for Christ), Steve Scheibner (Character Health Corp.)
and others. Hear how history and present-day cultural trends can be strategically impacted
with the truths of God’s Word. During the day, we will: Identify the biblical components
necessary for triggering a U-turn in our society. Explore the top cultural issues that will
confront your church in the next 5 years. Learn why and how pastors can be biblically
empowered to speak on political issues without politicizing their pulpits. Understand how
prayer must lay the foundation for spiritual renewal in our nation. Realize the urgency of
the pastor’s biblical obedience to engage the culture from the pulpit.
We hope you will join us for this very important and timely “U-Turn” event in North Carolina!
When: Thursday, April 14, 2016
Time: 9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. EST
Where: Southern Evangelical Seminary, 3000 Tilley Morris Rd., Matthews, NC 28105
Pricing (lunch included): Early Bird Adult Rate (ends March 24) - $29.00
Student Rate (with ID shown at the door) - $21.00
Group Rate (5 or more individuals) - $25.00

For more details and tickets; visit www.uturnconference.org
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As spring cleaning is around the corner, please start
saving your unused winter coats for Duke Memorial

Baptist Church for their missions partnership with West
Virginia and the Coats for the City collection in 2016.
Collection deadline will be the end of September
so start saving them know!! Now is the time to
check with your family members and friends as
kids have out grown coats for last year.

2016 NC BAPTIST
MISSIONS CONFERENCE

APRIL 15 - 16, 2016
Join us at Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Charlotte.
This event is open to ALL Baptist men, women, and
students. Conference includes worship, general
sessions, breakout sessions, missions fair exhibits,
missions testimonies, volunteer supper and more!!
Program personalities include Bob Goff, Gary Chapman,
Bryan Loritts, Rebekah Lyons and music by Laura Story.
Registration Deadline is April 1st.
For reservations visit www.baptistsonmission.org

For Pastors, Staff, Teachers, Leaders & Volunteers
Join NC Baptist Evangelism and Discipleship consultants for this intensive
training with equipping sessions in Sunday School and small groups, children’s
and youth ministry, worship and music ministry, women’s ministry, evangelism,
special needs ministry, pastoral leadership and more! Speaker will be Cris Allen!
Saturday, April 9, 2015
8:30am to 4pm
Temples Baptist Church, 1500 Kingdom Way, New Bern, NC 28560
To register visit: ncbaptist.wufoo.com/forms/r95zand10ss14k/
Early Bird Deadline: March 25 • $15/person
Registration Deadline: April 6 • $20/person
At the Door Registration*: $30/person
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Recently I have been working my way through a wonderful, but challenging, biography
of George Müller by Roger Steer entitled “George Müller: Delighted in God”. Originally
written in 1975, it has remained in print.
Almost anyone in America who is interested in prayer has heard of Müller, and for good
reason: through most of the Nineteenth Century, Müller ran five orphan houses in England
and supported countless missionaries throughout the world, while also serving as a pastor,
without ever asking any human for money. Early in his ministry he vowed to ask God alone
to provide for him, based on Philippians 4.
Steer says, “…from that time onward [Müller] would ask no one, not even his fellow
Christians in Ebenezer Chapel, to help him financially in any way. There would be no more
‘going to man, instead of going to the Lord’” (36).
Additionally, Müller is known for not only his commitment to ask the Lord only for his
provisions and for those of nearly 2,000 orphans, but also for his perseverance in prayer.
He is known to have faithfully prayed for a lost friend of his for 52 years, dying before the
man was converted. Yet he never wavered nor did he quit praying or believing God would
answer.
What a challenge! Do I pray in the belief that everything, absolutely everything, is in
the Lord’s hands to do as He sees fit? Or do I pray and then attempt to accomplish my will
in the flesh, all the while calling it an act of God? Also, how quickly do I quit praying when I
don’t see God answer “fast enough” to suit me? I am ashamed of the answer to those
questions.
Müller reminds me of one of Jesus’ teachings. In Luke 18:1-8 Jesus tells the account of
the persistent widow and the unrighteous judge. The unrighteous judge, who did not sympathize with the widow’s plight, eventually granted her request because of her persistence. In verses 7-8 Jesus says, “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones,
who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that
they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
the earth?”
Do you see the challenge and command that Jesus was issuing? Storm the gated of
heaven, pray to God, believing that He hears you and that He will answer you, even when
the opposite seems true.
If we are prayerless, or if we have quit persisting in prayer, let us confess that as sin and
repent. Let us believe that God is who He says He is: a God who loves His children, who listens to His children, and most amazingly, who answers His children.
I hope you will join the TRBA Staff in praying for the churches and for the missionaries
serving around the world. Most importantly, pray that many will give their lives to the
Lord!
Yours in Christ, Burwell
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A Note from Meredith
I wanted to express my overwhelming gratitude to each person and church who
has supported my calling to Uganda. You have no idea how much it means to me!
We had a breakfast fundraiser Feb. 13 where God used many of you to bless me
with $6000! I know it was nothing I did that made you all come and though the
food was delicious, I know that is not the real reason you came either.
The truth is, you see God working and you want to become part of His Kingdom work!
I am excited because I am very close to being 100% funded for my trip to Uganda.
I praise God that you supported me, not only with finances, but more importantly
with your prayers! I cannot go without you and your prayers so I thank you!
March will be my last month serving with Tar River in the office for an undetermined amount of time. I have worked here since I was 16 and have grown deeply
in my relationship with the Lord. There have been many of you who have impacted
my life and taught me how to serve the church better. I have a deep love for the
churches of Tar River and I pray God uses you to impact the lost and glorify
Christ! I am certain I could not have worked a better “job” or served with any
better of a staff than I have here.
I have gone on many short-term mission trips and now I feel led by God to go for
a longer amount of time. Though I will not be in the TRBA office physically, I will
be an extension of the TRBA in Uganda!
I am going because I love to go tell others about Christ! It brings me JOY! As Paul
says in Philippians 2:18- “You too, I urge you, rejoice in the same way and share your joy with me.” I hope
you will share in my joy of following God’s call on my life! I want it to be all about
Him and for HIM!
It has been my pleasure serving with TRBA!
Your Sister in Christ, Meredith Byrd
Dear TRBA Family,
The announcement above could be described as “bitter-sweet.” But why—we have known
for years God was preparing Meredith for a day such as this. As we shared in staff prayer
time, we are MOVING FORWARD. We ask you to pray with us!! I love Meredith’s
statement that she is representing TRBA in Uganda. I know she is challenging to be His
representatives in our world.
AS YOU PRAY, please pray for this time of transition. The next 30-days will pass quickly.
And at the end, we might have a clear picture of what exactly will be done or who might be
at the helm in our CCM Ministry, but we will be going forward in this ministry!
TRBA Staff and leaders will be meeting and planning in the weeks ahead. We will keep
you posted as we make decisions. There are a few things on the calendar—Easter Baskets,
BCH Food Drive, TRBA Food Distribution, Senior Adult Rally as well as some other things.
PAY CLOSE ATTENTION to announcements as they come out and be a part of what God is
doing. Hopefully we will have some information to share with you at our Spring Meeting.
We do need some people to come forward and volunteer to assist in some of these
ministries—please email me if you are interested. Pauline Muller will be taking the lead in
Outreach Trailer reservations and Matthew Bowden will be assisting us with the Outreach
Trailers from his experience. As we move forward, we will be addressing more of the specific
TRBA responsibilities. Pray with me and experience the movement of God among
His people!
Dougald
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Youth Weightlifting
Fellowship
New Life Total Fitness
146 Wade Avenue
Louisburg, NC 27549

Girls and Boys Youth
13 –18yrs old
are welcome to come on







Youth 13 –18
No membership
required
Bring friends
with you
Girls and boys
welcome

Thursday nights from
6:30 pm to 8 pm
Free instruction on
weightlifting
techniques and fellowship.







Devotion Time
Great workout
Learn to lift
safely
Adult
supervised

(You do NOT have to be a member to
participate in this class only)
Oak Grove Baptist Church Ladies Bible Study presents………..

The Armor of God
Starting Tuesday, March 8th at 7:00 PM
This Ladies Bible Study will run for 7 consecutive weeks.
This is open to all ladies anywhere!!
For more information please contact Brenda Teaster at
etandbrenda@teaster.com. Oak Grove Baptist Church is located at
1487 NC 96 Highway E, Youngsville, NC.

