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Calendar of Events 
(*) = more details in this newsletter  Please check our calendar on the website  

on a regular basis for updated calendar information. Our website is 
www.tarriverbaptist.org. 

 

January 2016 

 7th Last Business Day for 2015 
 

 7th Food Distribution Meeting 6:30pm TRBA 
 

 19th Pastor’s Fellowship 11:30am Johnny Bull’s      
Restaurant, Louisburg 

 

 19th Reservation deadline for the Pastors & Spouses 
Appreciation Dinner w/ GuideStone Rep 

 

 20th Finance Committee Meeting 1:00pm TRBA 
 

 *22nd Pastors & Spouses Appreciation Dinner w/ 
GuideStone Rep 6pm TRBA 

February 2016 

 13th  Uganda Mission Fundraiser for Meredith Byrd at 
Duke Memorial 7—9:30 AM  

 *23rd Pastor’s Fellowship 11:30am Johnny Bull’s      
Restaurant, Louisburg  Please note change in date 

 

 *26th DNow Youth Event 6:00pm 
 

 *27th DNow Youth Event 8:30pm 
 
Expect additional information to come to you 
 electronically and check the TRBA Calendar  
for  updates.  MUCH happening at time of  
publication. 

 
 

 

Please print pages for your churches bulletin 
boards!!  We want to make our news information 
easy for our churches.  Watch for our Facebook  
updates & information postings.  Help us share  

& spread the news. 
 

 

31 Days of Prayer in 2016 
 

Join TRBA Staff in prayer for the association and 
our member churches.  Beginning on January 1st. 
We began weekly prayer prompts and periodic Fa-
cebook posts encouraging you to pray with us.  We 
are convinced there is power in prayer and we want 
to begin our New Year in prayer.  We are sending 

prayer prompts every Sunday in 2016. 
 

As we pray together, let us also commit to work to-
gether to achieve His purpose.  We are privileged to be workers in His field and we 

know we can accomplish more working together through our churches ministering to the 
needs of those within the communities we serve.  Pray for and minister to your neigh-

bors in 2016—and allow them to see Jesus in you. 
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Attention Churches 
We cannot effectively serve YOU if we are not aware of the 

church’s current leadership!!  Please assist by completing 

your church’s ACP for 2015.   

The Deadline was November 15th!  Two recent events highlighted the importance of the ACP I 

had not thought about.  First, a pastoral candidate called because he checked “Church Pop” and 

none of the information listed for the church were working numbers.  The church had not filed 

an ACP for at least the past 7 years and nothing showed up for him to contact anyone in the 

church.  Eventually—by looking at FaceBook, we were able to help and get him some contact in-

formation. 

 

Second, an Associate Pastor from a church back in 1992 applied for a chaplain position.  The 

agency required verification of ordination and called the local church.  No one remembered the 

person or where records might be stored.  Going to the TRBA Annual for 1992, in the history rec-

ord for the church the church clerk wrote, “we ordained ——-into the Gospel ministry.”  Back-

ground verification cleared for this man—a student youth pastor at the time, is grateful to a 

faithful Church Clerk for completing the Annual Church Profile.  Let us help you by completing 

your church’s ACP. 

 
 
Dear pastors of the Tar River Baptist Association, 
Greetings in the name of Jesus!  
 

My name is Burwell Stark and I am one of the pastors at Open Road Community Church in Franklinton. I am 
writing you in order to introduce myself and let you know that I am the new director of prayer for the Tar River 
Association. 
 

Since there has never been a director of prayer, please allow me to explain 
what it is that I do. Put simply, my role is to foster and develop association-
wide prayer as well as assist any church in developing its own prayer 
ministry. At the association level, this means that I will be facilitating specific 
prayer times (including, but not limited to, called prayer times, prayer re-
treats, etc.) as well as raise the overall awareness of and the need for prayer.  
 

Our main focus in association prayer is the advancement of the Kingdom of God. Specifically, we will be pray-
ing for God to expand His kingdom through salvations, repentance and revival; that He will enable His children 
to become mature, fruit bearing disciples, and; that in all things He will be glorified! 
 

I have already begun praying for each of you and your churches by name. I look forward to working with each 
of you in the coming weeks, months and years. Please do not hesitate to contact me if: you have any questions 
or immediate concerns; you are interested joining me for regular prayer, or; I can assist you in developing a 
prayer ministry for your church. My e-mail address is burwell.stark@yahoo.com and my cell is 919-210-8121. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Burwell 

 

Pray for Our Churches Without Pastors  
 

Stanhope           Bunn  

 

Please be in prayer for these churches as they seek out the individual  
God has prepared for them.   

Remember to lift all of our pastors and their families up in prayer,  
as they strive to minister to God’s people.  

mailto:burwell.stark@yahoo.com
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Line up your babysitters now  
for the…... 

Pastors & wives Appreciation Dinner 
Friday, January 22, 2016 

Time: 6:00pm to 8:30pm - Dinner served at 6:15pm 
 

The Tar River Baptist Association is hosting a dinner to show our  
Appreciation for our PASTORS AND THEIR WIVES!! 

As a bonus, you will have an opportunity to learn/get more information on the 
financial benefit options available with our GuideStone Financial Resources  

representative, who will be in attendance for the evening. 
Dinner & meeting will be held at the TRBA office  
located at 92 NC 56 Highway East, Louisburg, NC 

 

**Invitations were mailed, if you did not receive  
yours please call the office** 

RSVP by January 19th for this event!!   
(There is no charge for this dinner) 

Reservations may be made via email at Pauline@tarriverbaptist.com  
or by calling the office at 919-496-7172.  Hope to see you there!! 

 

 

TRBA will be closing our financial books 

for the 2015 fiscal year  

on January 7, 2016 !!  
 Please be sure that we receive  

your church information before this date.   

January’s Safety Tip 
Sponsored by: Church Mutual Insurance Company 

 

We might not always have these conditions in North Carolina 
but sometimes we get them, so here is a helpful safety tip for 

everyone to take note of:  If you live in a region with ice and 
snow, be sure to shovel walkways as soon as possible and use 

salt or sand on icy areas.  Make areas safe for everyone!!  
Watch for next months safety tip from Church Mutual Insurance Company 
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Toy Ministry Follow-Up 
 

     The Christmas Family Ministry was a success again due to many of you praying, giving and volunteering. I 
am excited to say that the 2015 CFM helped 146 families with 444 children! Praise God! More importantly, 
the Gospel was presented and people accepted Christ as their personal Savior! This 
year, six Tar River churches hosted this ministry. The toys and donations were brought 
to TRBA and then they were distributed to among them. Harris Chapel and Poplar 
Springs were able to provide for their families independently. One church helped five 
families but it made a big difference because their families all lived within their com-
munity. We need more churches willing to help next year because it allows us to send 
families to a church near them versus one in a different city. I want to thank each of 
these host churches for displaying Christ’s love to the families they assisted.  
     I want to say thank you to everyone who gave monetarily! At the beginning of the ministry, the number of 
toys given was down and we sent out word, to which numerous people responded. The donations came in 
and the toys were purchased so that every child referred could have a present at Christmas. I saw God pro-
vide through His people being generous and it was amazing!  
     I got to see God orchestrate events at the end of the ministry so that all the leftover toys were delivered to 
families in West Virginia. Samaria Baptist (along with other churches) partner with a church in West Virginia 
who was providing Christmas dinner and gifts for 100 families; and we were able to send all the extra toys to 
assist in this effort. Once again, we give all the glory to God for each new believer and for all His provision. 
Join me in praying for these new believers, that they would find a church family to love and encourage them 
in their walk with Christ. It was an honor serving with each of you to help make this CFM a success! Thank 
you all very much! God is so good! 

Hello friends, 
I wanted to share about the next mission God 
is sending me on.  He has opened the door for 
me to go to Uganda for a year.  I have been  
accepted as an intern with an organization 
called Sixty Feet.  They are based in the capital 
city, Kampala, where they help many children 
who have been placed in prison.  They provide 
short-term needs like food, water, medical 
care, bedding and clothing and also long-term  
restoration through the Gospel, counseling,  
education and resettlement.  I will be serving in 
the Children Development Program where I will 
work alongside Ugandan social workers to try 
and get the children back home, if possible or in foster care.  My expected departure for Uganda is 
April or May, depending on how quickly I can fundraise.  The total amount of money I need for a year 
is $15,000.  I have to raise $5500 before I can leave but the remainder can be sent in monthly pledges.  
I would love more than anything for you to join me in prayer during this next journey.  I am  
under no illusion that this trip will be easy and am asking prayers for emotional, spiritual and physical 
strength.  I am happy to come to your church and speak about this opportunity.  I will be able to keep 
in touch while I am there and send updates of all that God is doing.  If you would like to help financial-
ly you can visit https://www.sixtyfeet.org/the-team/ and click on my name.  I have prayer cards availa-
ble so please contact me at mbyrd1492@gmail.com  or read my blog at livingsent.wordpress.com if 
you would like more information.  Thank you in advance for your prayers and support! 

Your Sister in Christ, Meredith 

https://www.sixtyfeet.org/the-team/
mailto:mbyrd1492@gmail.com
https://livingsent.wordpress.com/
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 Region 4 Missions Rally for Men, Women & Youth 
 Tuesday, February 9th at Faith Baptist Church, Youngsville, NC 

Meals are free, but they need a count - register at 
www.baptistsonmission.org, call 1-800-395-5102 x5596 

 

2016 NC Baptist MISSIONS CONFERENCE 
 “Rescued and Redeemed”  April 15 - 16, 2016 

 Hickory Grove Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC 
 

Disaster Relief Training 2016 
Region 4 - March 18 & 19th - the place has not be determined yet!  

 

Want to plan a Baptist Men’s Sunday at your church - for more information 

It’s Fish Fry time again at …………… Castalia Baptist Church   

Come out and help them !!  Friday, January 15, 2016   

4:00pm to 8:00pm  

$8.00 per person    All you can eat!! 

Eat in or take outs available!   Fish, crab cakes,  

hush puppies, cole slaw,  fries or baked potato,  

drink & homemade desserts.   

Easter Basket Collections for 2016 
Delivery Deadline to TRBA:  Thursday, March 17th 

The Women of Tar River will be collecting Easter Baskets for the 
foster children of Franklin & Nash Counties.  The will also provide 

baskets for the Children of prisoners in the MATCH program.  
There is another great opportunity for your church to get involved 
and make a difference in a child’s life.  Please make baskets for  

ages 2 - 12 & please add gospel tracks etc. 

Pastor’s Fellowship & Prayer Time 
Tuesday, January 19th 11:30 AM 

 

Join us for a Dutch-treat lunch, fellowship, and prayer at Johnny Bull's Res-
taurant here in Louisburg (behind BoJangles).  We will be offering these 

times of fellowship each month.  Come and 
strengthen the fellowship among the TRBA pastors.  
It is our prayer that over the next 12—18 months, we 

can build up clusters of pastors and churches, engaged 
together with renewed commitment to prayer, ministry to the communities they serve, 

and reaching the lost throughout the region.  Join us in praying daily!!! 
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Reservations for the Outreach Trailers are starting to fill up 

for 2016.  Take note of the change in Event Pricing! 
 

The cost for reserving and use of  the Outreach Trailers 
will be $300.00 per event.  This price includes the 

$100.00 refundable deposit (if  guidelines are met) and 
$200.00 for use of  the event equipment/trailer.  This  

increase is due to the cost of  upkeep/maintenance and 
equipment replacement. We want to encourage our 

churches to use these trailers for ministry events.  Don’t 
forget that now all the training required to  use the  

Outreach Trailers can be accessed online.  The training 
has been condensed down to seven short videos which 
cover the instructions/guidelines for how to use the 

items in the trailer.  Reservations are going fast for 2016 events so visit 
www.tarriverbaptist.org to see the available dates and apply online.  More info:  

Email Meredith@tarriverbaptist.com 
 

A special “THANK YOU” to everyone who gave “shoe boxes” for  
Operation Christmas Child in 2015!!  We also want to say  

“THANK YOU”  
to our 17 volunteers who spent time boxing up the 1030 shoe 

 boxes collected at the office.  Without our churches and  
individuals participating we would not have able to spread the 

“Good News.  Great Joy” this Christmas season!! 

 

Any men interested in joining the team - contact Darrel Davis Pastor  

with Bailey Baptist Church.  The cost per person is $515.  The team will 

leave Bailey Baptist Church on February 3rd and return on February 8th.   

This is an opportunity to learn to witness one-to-one in an unique  

environment.  Email Pastor Davis at pastordarrel@welovebailey.com  

for more information. 

Week of Prayer/North Carolina Offering for Older Adults 
February 7 - 14, 2016  Goal: $600,000. 

Offering materials are available on Baptist Retirement 
Homes website at www.brh.org 

http://www.tarriverbaptist.org
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You Make a Difference When You Pay the Blessings Forward  

How do you wish to be remembered?  

Most of us have the desire to leave some kind of legacy to our families, our churches and/
or to ministries that are special to us. By simply having a thoughtful estate plan in place, 
everyone has the capacity to make a difference far beyond their lifetime. Promoting the 
concept of Christian estate planning in our churches and associations brings positive re-
sults in several ways.  

First, individuals find a sense of satisfaction by remembering the Lord’s work through their 
Last Will and Testament and other planning documents.  

Second, surviving family members can be better cared for when a plan is in place; it is the 
loving thing to do.  

Third, the lives of people in our churches, communities, country and around the world will 
be impacted by the Gospel as Christian ministries receive on-going financial support far 
beyond our lifetimes.  

The Baptist Foundation provides free promotional materials and speakers to help in this 
effort, and sample packets are mailed to every church and association in late October.  

January is “Make Your Will” month in Baptist life, so make sure your church gets 2016 
off to a great start by contacting the Foundation for assistance. http://
www.ncbaptistfoundation.org/ For more information, please contact Robert Simons at 
1.800.521.7334 ext. 1682. Thank you! 

A Few Final Thoughts To Ponder………..As we begin to close down this newsletter, let me 

share with you a few thoughts.  2016 is a pivotal  year for the church I believe.  God is call-

ing us to faithful and immediate obedience to His Great Command and Great Commission!  

Why is it that the church of North America appears to be plateaued/declining? I believe it 

hinges on those four words—”faithful and immediate obedience.” 

 Henry Blackaby teaches that when God makes revelation to us, we are to immediate-

ly respond in obedience to that revelation.  Yet it appears that many of us do not heed His 

call and are not burdened that the church is making no impact on our culture. Last week I 

heard that 281 people a day are moving into North Carolina—that’s equal to a  small mem-

bership church a day (enough people to surpass the total membership in all TRBA @ every 

40 days or so).  What are we doing about it?  Why are we not growing?  Do the actions of 

our life and witness indicate that we really want to see people come to Christ?  Or are we 

“doing” church and our hearts are not really in it? 

 TRBA will be sharing with YOU opportunities to get involved with your brothers and 

sisters in other churches to minister to the needs of your communities and to share the Gos-

pel as you go!  You have a choice, to be the church God has called you to be OR to be diso-

bedient to the commands of Christ to make disciples of ALL nations.  Please pray with me 

that the Lord of the Harvest will burden us for the lost!                    In Him, Dougald 

http://www.ncbaptistfoundation.org/
http://www.ncbaptistfoundation.org/
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2016 Disciple Now 
Weekend 

 
 
 

 

The program is set and  
now it is time to register!! 

Register before January 28th!! 
 

Keep in mind this youth event is for middle 
& high school students only!  

 

D-Now weekend is a youth retreat that you 
do at home.  The theme for the weekend 

will be “Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop” - Acts 4:20! 
 

Dates are: February 26th and 27th, 2016 
 

Cost is $20.00 per person which covers 3 meals and a t-shirt.  Churches 
are also encouraged to give an optional love offering of $50 to offset 

the speaker/band expenses. 
 

Friday night speaker: Chris Allen & Saturday night speaker: Gary Fike  
Our worship leaders for the weekend will be Ashes to Angels from 

Open Road Community Church.  There will be outreach/prayer walks, 
breakout sessions which include different ways to share your faith, bi-
ble studies on Spiritual gifts, sleep overs, t-shirts, pizza, hotdog lunch, 

BBQ dinner AND MORE WORSHIP ! Parents are 
welcome to the worship services, even if they 
can’t participate in the rest of the weekend. 

 

Registration form is available on the Tar River 
website. Forms & money have to be received by 
January 28th to the TRBA office.  Any questions, 

please contact June Haven at 919-495-0411 or  
Jeremiah Chapman at 770-530-9175 


